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What is monkeypox?

• According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “monkeypox is a rare 

but potentially serious viral illness that typically begins with flu-like illness and swelling of the 

lymph nodes and progresses to a widespread rash on the face and body.” 1 

Is monkeypox in the United States?

• On May 20, 2022, the CDC advised that it was investigating a confirmed case of monkeypox in 

the United States.2

• The CDC stated: “Since May 14, 2022, clusters of monkeypox cases have been reported in several 

countries that don’t normally have monkeypox. Although previous cases outside of Africa have 

been associated with travel from Nigeria, most of the recent cases do not have direct travel-

associated exposure risks.” 2

• This is an ongoing investigation by the CDC and other public health authorities, and they hope to 

learn more about routes of exposure as the investigation progresses. 2

How is monkeypox transmitted?

• According to the CDC “transmission of monkeypox virus occurs when a person comes into 

contact with the virus from an animal, human, or materials contaminated with the virus. The virus 

enters the body through broken skin (even if not visible), respiratory tract, or the mucous 

membranes (eyes, nose, or mouth).” 3

• “Human-to-human transmission of monkeypox is thought to occur primarily through large 

respiratory droplets. Respiratory droplets generally cannot travel more than a few feet, so 

prolonged face-to-face contact is required.” 3

• “Other human-to-human methods of transmission include direct contact with body fluids or 

lesion material, and indirect contact with lesion material, such as through contaminated clothing 

or linens.” 3

• “Among the clusters of monkeypox that have been reported globally within the last few weeks, 

it’s not clear how people were exposed to the virus but many cases are occurring within sexual 

networks.”1
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What is the risk of monkeypox transmission in a business environment?

• Transmission of monkeypox tends to happen from close physical, skin-to-skin contact, but the 

virus can also spread by touching or sharing infected items, so general disinfection of business 

spaces is important.

• While the symptoms of monkeypox may be visible, the germ that causes the virus is invisible, so 

businesses should regularly disinfect as it is hard for them to tell if someone carrying the illness 

may have contaminated a surface in their premises. 

How can businesses help protect their spaces against the spread of illness-causing germs?

• Lysol Pro Solutions understands that hygiene is the foundation of health, because it breaks the 

chain of infection of many transmissible diseases. We recommend businesses implement 

targeted hygiene protocols that are informed by science. This means focusing hygiene practices 

in the places that matter most, to help reduce the spread of germs. 

• Once high contact touch points have been identified, a critical element to reducing the potential 

for germ transmission is the timing and frequency of cleaning and disinfection. So, for example, if 

foot traffic in a space is at its highest at certain times of day, cleaning and disinfection of 

hotspots in this space should happen immediately afterwards. Likewise, small, irregular surfaces 

may be more difficult to clean than smooth polished surfaces, so will need more frequent 

attention from cleaning teams throughout the day.

• Hygiene intervention includes not just cleaning and disinfection, but also hand hygiene – washing 

or sanitizing – which should be carried out when it is most needed, such as when arriving at a 

business space and after using the restroom.

• It’s also important to encourage patrons and staff to engage in the hygiene experience by 

equipping them with the products and education to help protect themselves and those around 

them. This is a critical step that helps provide continuous protection by enabling people to 

complement a business’s hygiene measures – for example providing an office worker with a 

disinfectant wipe when they use a shared desk space.
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How can Lysol products help prevent the spread of monkeypox?

• While the main route of transmission appears to be close contact with an infected person, hand 

and surface hygiene measures at key moments will help to reduce the spread of many 

infectious diseases, including the monkeypox virus.

• Therefore, as part of their best practices, businesses should use EPA-approved products for 

surface disinfection as directed. 

• On May 23 2022, EPA invoked the viral emerging pathogen protocol in regard to monkeypox. 

Specific Lysol products have demonstrated effectiveness against viruses similar to monkeypox 

on hard, non-porous surfaces. In accordance with the EPA Viral Emerging Pathogen Policy, the 

following Lysol products can be used against monkeypox, when used in accordance with the 

directions for use.

o Professional Lysol Brand III & Lysol IC Disinfectant Spray, EPA 777-99-675
o Lysol Disinfecting Wipes, EPA 777-114
o Lysol Peroxide Action Multi-Purpose Cleaner, EPA 777-126
o Lysol Mold and Mildew Remover – Bleach, EPA 777-83
o Professional Lysol Bathroom Foamer, EPA 777-135
o Lysol Multipurpose Cleaner, EPA 777-89
o Professional Lysol Heavy Duty Bathroom Cleaner, EPA 675-54

• Lysol Pro Solutions is also continuing to work with a wide range of scientific and health experts 

to educate the public on the importance of hygiene as the global community continues to fight 

the COVID-19 pandemic and emergence of monkeypox.

For any further questions and advice for businesses, please contact your sales 

representative.
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